
One of the reasons railroads were built 

in the 1800s was to get goods made 

and grown in Arkansas to markets. 

Building railroads created towns where 

none had been before and caused other 

towns and cities to lose their businesses 

since the railroad didn’t stop in their town. 



Railroads were beginning to be built 

before the Civil War.  Many of them 

had to be rebuilt and repaired after 

the war. 

Building railroads was 

hard work and expensive. 



Steamboats were used to take 

goods to markets before  

railroads were built. 

In 1941, railroads were still an important 

way for businesses to ship their goods.  But 

many people started buying automobiles, so 

they didn’t travel by railroad as much. 



There are still railroads in 

Arkansas today. 

People traveled by railroad 

before cars were invented. 



Many trucks carry goods to 

market now using highways 

and interstates. 

It was hard to build railroads in 

some parts of Arkansas because 

of the mountains and the land. 



During the 1870s , the miles of track 

in Arkansas nearly doubled.  This 

spurred  the growth of the lumber and 

mining industries in Arkansas. 

In 2003, 24 million tons of 

Arkansas products were  

transported by railroads. 



The Arkansas Missouri Railroad offers 

scenic railroad excursions throughout the 

year in North West Arkansas. Passengers 

enjoy the scenery from vintage passenger 

cars. 




